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Instrumentation:
Piccolo
Flutes 1, 2
Oboes 1, 2
Bassoons 1, 2
Contra-bassoon
Clarinet in Eb
ClarinetsinBb 1, 2, 3
Bass Clarinet
Contrabass Clarinet
Alto Saxophones 1, 2
Tenor Saxophone
Baritone Saxophone
HormsinF1,2, 3,4
TrumpetsinBb 1, 2, 3
Trombones 1, 2
Bass Trombone
Euphonium
Tuba
Timpani
4 Percussion

1 Xylophone, Tam-tam

2 Vibraphone

3 2 Suspended Cymbals, Snare Drum
4 Bass Drum

Contrabass

Program note:

On the steps at the top of the castle in M.C. Escher’s
“Ascending and Descending”, half of the monks appear to be
climbing perpetually upwards, while half are climbing perpetually
down. Their walk is purposeful and steady. That they will never
reach a destination does not seem to bother them, or, perhaps, they
have reached their destination already on this eternal flight of stairs.

The stepwise bass motion in this piece does the same thing: it is
nearly always steadily rising, yet it never gets very high. The same
melody repeats several times, always over different supporting
harmonies, frequently accompanied by ascending or descending
lines.

Duration: unlike Escher, I do let the piece end: in fact, it’s only about
5 or 6 minutes long.
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